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To all that Profeſs the Light of Fe- 
ſas Chrift ( within ) to be their 
Guide, Greeting. "> 


Dear Friends, Brethren, and Siſters, 


Hat believe in the inward,and ſpiritual Grace, which 
is the Light of our Lord Feſws Chri#t, I ſalute you all, 
deſiring, that as we rece:ved Chriſt feſms the Lord, we 

- ' may all [ſo] walk in him. In order hereunto let us all 
watch, and be mindful how. we received the truth at the be- 
ginning, which is the ſubject matter upon my heart , by this 
Epiſtle to ſignifie unto you. 

For you know, many of us before we received the Truth 


(as it 55 in Feſns) felt ſome ſtirrings of life, and therefore ſe- 


parated in our Judgments, and Opinions from the generality 
of our Neighbors, ' and Gountry men where we dwelt: be- 
cauſe of an inward cryfrom a deep want in our Souls, and 
hungering after the conſtant enjoyment of [that] which [we] 
with many others profeſſed ; but could not find in any thing 
under the Sun. ;} 5121 | 
So poor and needy were we, that the dealings of God with 
ourſþirits in that day, in fome ſenſe may be faid to reſemble 
Gods proceedings with 4arz , when: he ſer all. the creatures 
before him, before he-gavehim a meet-helper , that when he 
ſaw he could find out no fit helper for himſelf amongſt them 
all, he might make the. more account of the meer helper that 
was [after] given him of Ged.., ; TFT 
So it was inwardly:with-us:;; until, that  Tramper, founded 
which dire&ed our minds to: the light of C4r;/# Zefws: in, our 
own hearts and Conſciences, which when: we; believed.the | 
report, and made tryal of its Joſficiency we: foon found the, 
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meet-helper for our ſouls (to wit) the arm of- theLord to be re- 


vealed in [it] and made [ſo] bars, that we knew it tobe the 


Lords ewn arm, which-brought deliveranceto us. - .. 


But notiffontall ourendinies a3 once; YetTio\.that we. un-! - 


dexſtood plainly, (by certain experiegce) rhat rhe, tendency 
theteof, *'and the bt ie TS. made 4arry was in ofder.to 


. .. deliver #5 out of the hauas of [all] our. eutmues ; that being” de- 
-  livered, we might ſerve Ged\withour a tormenting, diftraftful 


fear in holineſs, and righteouſneſs before [hims] all the days of our 
kives. "3:6 hid 99003 1AM IHC 
And the way thereunto, was by the working of this arm of 
power in our mward- parts;;tomake'iafepararion{within]be- 
tween the precious:and the'vilewithin; and between'our own 
ſpirits, and' Gods Spiriz;- betweer out: own wills;.and Gods 
wit/; berween out. own ohoughts,..and-Gods chomphrs ; and 
our own' ways;! 4nd Gods: ways, &regrin 
'So'that we'fonrifiithegreat bufintbiof” regereration and re- 
ftanration was to be wrought [withitjas ;] and what ſorrow, 
what trouble, whathorror, whar diſtreſs; mbat Wars, endru- 
mor of warrs, was[within us]. many knows;. and what'carrhe- 
quakes was in divers hearts (whictemight-occaſion-the name 
QUAKEFR' to be given to ſore of usÞthoſethatwete! eye-wit- 
neſſes from the + rg Wb. r1 of theſe things. 
'O whatcarefulneſs; what watchfulneſs , .what circuraſpe- 
tion, what awfulneſs:of :Ged, and what dread of his power 


was upon our fpirits , left we ſhould ſpeak our own words, .. 


work our own works, walkin our fown] ways; .or think our 
[own]thoughts; ſo diligentlydid we keep a watching, .and: 


- overonr own heatts;- being conſcious to our ſelves, that we - 
ſhould give/an account for every'idleword., which cauſed us. 


* tolearn 4 bridle for our tongues, that our words might be few, 
and ſavory, miniſtring grace-to the hearers. 


How ſolid were our looks? : how grave were our counte- . 


nances, how ſerious were our carriages? and how exenipla- 
_ ry our behaviours, and converſations amongſt all thar we 
converſed'with?” leſtwe ſhould give occaſion for any toſpeak 


eyil'of the bleſſed truth of the Living God, 
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And: 
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Ard'if any, though'but newlyiconvinced thereof, walked 
difbrderty,or that took up their reſFin a [bare] convincementr,' 


and came not to be converted to'the life, and power of God in ._ 


their own particular (which at the' beginning was {60:1 diſas- 


vered- by that ſpirit of diſcerning which in the lti3ht WE IECei> - | 7 


ved' from God | 
How confcienctouſly ſolicitous were we, to admoniſh, in- - _* 
ſtrut}, advife and counſel'them to take heed of a falſe reſt, or 
running into,- or doing! any thing! by [bare] imitation trom 
others: Yet how tender were we, of bruiſing, hurting, ſtop- 
ping; or kindering any ftirrings of /i7ht and lrfe, leſt rhe lame 
ſhould be turned ont of the way, or the feeble be left behind. 
The ſpirit of Holy Dxvid was'in our hearts , who would 
not conſent that the ſore, and weary ones (that could nor get 


over the River Bezor, ſhould loſe their part of the prey, becauſe 


they tarried with the Huff ; but madeit a Law, and a'Statute m 
Iſrael for ever, that they ſhould have part alcke. 

And how did we love, and pity thoſe, that took pleaſure in 
the flones of Zion, and favoured: the duſt thereof ? what care- 
fulneſs was upon us'for them ; and if we found any bur like 
the young man (in Mark 19. 22 ) that had been religiouſly 
inclined from their youth, how did we love them ? watching 
for opportunities to communicate ſome ſpiritual advice unto 
them, 

As if the new kindred:hat Chriſt ſpeaks of, Mar. 12. (to wit} 
Whoſoever ſhall do my Fathers will (the ſame is my ZAother, Si- 
fter, and Brother) was now diſcovered again, and the beauries - 
of holineſs were now made manifeſt, with the many glorious . 
priviledges enjoyed thereby ; as to ſee clearly, and know 
certainly the /:ving God ; for hereby came we to know [that 
we knew him] becauſe of the beanties of holineſs, in keeping : 
cloſe to [his Commandments] whereby our love-to God , and 


" one toanother was manifeſt unto all. | : 


For we durft not let in diſtruſtful thoughts of God, nor one _ 
of another , Faith in him | then] becoming our Law ; ſothat- 
our care was ſtedfaſtly, and conſtantly to believe in the /ight,- 
by which we had ſcen him, and to dwell ina holy fear , leſt: 
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\weſhould tranſgreſs the Law of Faith, by which Chriſt was 

[then] kept m—_ in our hearts, and all boating of SELF- 
RIGHTEOUSNESS was utterly excluded. 

Bue with how much difficulty we kept [that] Faith, you 

.only know, who like valiant Souldiers have endxred hardſhip 
in the good fight of Faith, whereby we our ſelves were pre- 
ſerved, and kept by the power of God through Faith, that we 
-might (in due time) rece:ve the end of our Faith (for we had 
nothing elſe in our eye, but te be ſaved from ſi) [to wit) the 
ſalvation of our ſouls. = 

And then, becauſe we believed in the power, as we were 

movedof [it] we ſpake by [it] and [ſuch words] like 7ona- 
thans bow, never returnedempty, but wounded the Hypocrites ; 
like the man that ſhot the arrow out of ſimplicity, which ſmote 
diſgniſed Ahab between the harneſs ; ſo that he died according to 
the word of the Lord by Micaiah. . 

You may remember alſo, how like Ephraim (at firſt) we 
were as Le children, and fpake trembling ; ſaying often in 
our hearts, ar 7acob did of the Aountain where God appeared 
(to wit) how dreadful is this place, and [then] how quick, and 
powerful were [thoſe words] that proceeded from that dread 
of God m our hearts | 

The great my#tery of the falſe Prophet, that rides upon the 
Beaſt, being TrhenJinwardly diſcovered, with the myſtery of 
his name, and number thereof (to wit) the number f a man z 
which cauſed us at the beginning ſo to cry down vain, corrupt 
man, borh in'our ſelves, and others ; feeling that [God] was 
riſen ir; [his] power, to confound its wiſdem, and to bring his 
Peſhly prudence and policy to nothing © therefore we feared the 
getting up of that mans-part 1:1 our ſelves, being ſo battered 
by the inward 7#d:ments of God upon our ſelves. 

That with goud ?eboſzphar we faid in our hearts , we know 


not what to do, but our ejes are towards thee, O God; then in_ 


this val/zy of helplcſneſs , ſtraights, poverty, lowlineſs, and 
humility, God pleaded with our fleſhly part ; ſo that in the 
day of our diſtreſs, although we multiplied our ſervices, and 


_ doubled our olterings and obſervations , to obtain relief; yer. 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt refuſed all theſe our works, thathe might [freely] 


- make himſelf known unto ns (which 1a due time he did) as 


Poſeph unto his brethren (and faith that Scripture) there ſtood 
no mau with him , when he made himſelf known unto them; to 
the exalting of the riches of the glory of his grace[in us] where- 
by ſorrow fled away, and our own mournful ſpirits were now 
made to rejoyce.in God, and our formerly troubled ſouls began 
now to magnifie our Savionr. | 

Thus former things paſſed away,till the tempeſtuous Sea was 
no more ; but joy and gladneſs was in our dwellings, and 
the voice of melody ina{l our hearts, and in the midit of all 


_ our Aſſemblies. 


But before we came hither , you know (fellow Travellers) 
that Momnt Sinai was firſt in our way, where we tarried a 
while, and felt the entertainment of her flames, and heard 
the woice of words, and the ſonnd of her trumpets, and were 
witneſles of her terrible ear:h-quakes [yet fled not] but with 
Aofes, a remnant drew near xnto the thick: darkneſs where God 
was : but others made this Jozntain the end of their journy, 
eſcaping with their /ives ſtill in their own doings: yer theſe, . 
though they might in Profeſſion come out with us , thus far 
they were not of us, and (in time) will goout from us, that 
it may appear they came not through [all} the 1ribulations - 
that a remnant went through. 

For from thence a remnant came unto the miniſtration of 
the Prophets, where they met with openings, and propheſies 
of good things [yet] to come, before they did come : and ' 
here others fled as on the Sabbath day, as if [now] all labour 
was atan end, and here they took up their reſt, (but God did * 
not ſan#ifie it) and therefore glorying and pride got up in 
theſe; Boaſting in the GAIFTED-MAN, ſoon'forgetting all . 
dependance upon the opener,viz.the ſpirit of rrath, to exerciſe - 
their hearts and tongues in the mannagement of all, for the 
glory of God, and refreſhment of his own-ſeed-in the hearts - 
of his people. | 

But a remnant ſtill travelled on; through 7ohbn Baprifts cry : 
in the wilderneſs (make ſtraight the way of the Lora) and come 
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. to repentance for-all their dead words, and works, that ewer 
valley might be filled, and every mountain, ard hill brought low, 
and the croaked made ſtraight, and the rough ways made ſmooth ; 
then came we to ſee the. ſalvation of God (to wit) the Lamb of 

God that takes away the ſins of the world, whom then we- fol- 
lowed, leaving [7041] as ſome of his [own] 4i;/ciples did, 

Some alſo came with us as far as fohns Baptiſm that waſheth 
* away the filthof the fleſh; but not coming to the Bepriſms 0 
Chriſt, which waſhgth all filthineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit; alſo 
they left us at fohy : ſuch as theſe may be compared to the 
King of Iſrael, who at the command of the Prophet ſmate the 
ground often; but not ſwiting it long enough (until the enemy 
was conſumed) he milled of a perfect vittory, and full Roy : 
ſo do all that take up their ay 6 any thing ſhort of the Lamb 
of God. - 

4 Theſe things being thus witneſſed in the ſpiritual travels of 
a remnant at rhe beginning, let us all ſearch and try our. ways, 
whether we be ſtill fo/lowing the ancient foot-fteps of the flocks 
of the companions, by keeping in the pure ſeparation from the 
fleſhly part in our ſelves, miniſtring [only] from the ability 
that God gives, which a remnant that have kept to their firſt 
love, and their garments clean therein , have done to the 
praiſe of the Lord God Almighty for ever. 

My exhortation therefore is unto all, but more eſpecially 
to you that are Children of believing Parents, and Servants 
to believing Maſters, with all the younger men, and. younger 
women convinced in theſe later times (knowing that a.rem- 
nant of theſe alſo have kept their garments clean) to examune 
your ſelves how you came by your Profetſion ? whether ,you 
that are Childrcn, and Servants, reccived it by tradition, oy 
becauſe of your outward kelations, Cc. or from theinward 
work of God upon your own ſpirits, as thoſe did that recet- 
ved the truth (: the love of God) at the beginning. 

For many may endure ſ#ferimngs, and undergo the reproach 
of a PUVAKER, andall for finiſter ends ; as the Shecmemytes 
endured the pain of Circamciſionto obtain Dinah, Jacobs Dangh- 
ter, and to accompliſh their other ends ,, and intereſts: 190 

6 theſe 
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theſe texms they were willing jb be one people with the Iſtac- 
lites; as too many on like conditions at this day may, be wil- 
ling tobe called QUAKERS ; to whom I ſay, as Jacob did to 
Simeon and Levi, you have troubled us, and (as much as 1n you 
lies) have made the truth ro ſtink amongſt the inhabitants of the 
Land; (yet a remnant dare not doſo, bleſſed be the Lord.) 

But to you that are grieved, and troubled, becauſe of theſe 
Skechemites, Iſay to you alſo, as the Lord on this occafion 
ſaid unto troubled Facob, Ariſe , let [45] go up to Bethel (the 
houſe of God) and dwell there, Gen. 35. (where no Shechemntes 
Can come.) 

O the bemoanings of many tender ſouls [at the begin- 
ning ] for the loſs of their conditions, ſometimes through 
their own negligence , and ſometimes through the enemies 
ſubtilty-(weeping like Rachel for her children, and refuſing to be 
comforted, - becauſe they were not ) are freſh in my remem- 
brance, 

Bur of later times many come amongſt us, that in out- 
ward af pearance may ſeem to be of us, who as yet never tru- 
ly knew the meaning of ſuch bemoanings, nor rhe bitterneſs 
of Rachels tears, but walk as if the gate of entrance into the 
trath, was grown wider, and the path, and way thereof,broader 
than [it] was at the beginning ; for how careful were thoſe 
that came to witneſs the [truth] at the beginning to keep 
law, and hamble, that they might not be drawn from their 
own meaſures, leſt their own] words ſhould become their bur- 
den, and they be condemned in themſelves, for uttering that 
(as in the name of God) which came not from the. Spirit of rhe 
| living Ged, | | 

Therefore it was that /o minhtily grew the word of God, and 
proſpered (bringing all down ro the loathmg of their perſons in 
true hamility) growing up in every honeſt heart, that the 
fraits of the Spirit were manife$t, as im the Apoſiles days (to wit) 
love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, gooaneſs, faith, meek- 
neſs, temperance ; againſt ſuch there is no law, ſaith the Apoſtle ; 
and they that are Chriſts have crucified the fleſs, with the aſfe- 
Ctions, and luſts, If we live inthe ſjirit, let us all ſo walk in the 
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ſpirit, 
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fpirir , let us not be aefirons ( ſaith the Apoſtle) of vain-glory, 
provoking one another, envying one another, GC. 

But like Brethren (ſaith the ſame Apoſtle) if aman be over- 
taken ina fault, ye which are ſpiritual, retore ſuch an one in 
the ſpirit of meekneſs, conſidering thy ſelf, le$t thor alſo be tem- 
ptea,, bear ye one anotiers buraexs, and ſo fulfil the Law of 
Chris, 

My hcart is overcome when I take a view of. Gods dcal- 
ings withus from the day that he firit viſited us unto this pre- 
ſent time; Ay dear friends aud brethren, you know how 
Chrift (our Feſep') knew 1s when we knew not him, and made 
himſelf known to #us ( as foſeph aid unto his brethren ) while 
guile, and fear ; diſtruſt, andhorror was in their ſpirits, and 
then commanded, that they ſhould do unto, and one for an- 
other, as he had done unto, and for them all. 

Therefore let all come down to the remembrancer, the 
Spirit of Truth, which will diſtinguiſh between thoſe thar 
are now arrayed with the beantiful garments of their youthful 


days, viz. humility , meeknels, righteouſneſs, and the true. 


zeal of the Lord and thoſe that have only a ſhew of ir; and 
there le t [us] behold one another in our comely attire, as 
with the lovely Coat of Zoſeph upon our backs, and the glori- 
ous vifsons of the —_— in our hearts, judging down all 
ſtirrings of envyings, and evil ſurmiſings againſt any 3 know- 
ing right well that all ſuch-/ow:ngs, and bleatings are comman- 
ded to be ſlain : for can we conſider the price we coſt at firft, 
and the love, care, and watchfulneſs of our God over us unto 
this day, of whom a remnant can ſay (as 7acob did) (he hath 
fed us all our life loug) and not bein love one with another. 
Can-we contemplate of the m;ſeries we have been deliver- 
ed from, and the wercies we have been made partakers of 
ſince we were a people, and not be hxmbled before our God, 
for any unthankfulneſs and diſtruſt : Can we view the priſons, 
and dyngeons, the baniſhments, and all outward loſſes and ſpoil- 
ing of our goods, with the reproachful ſcoffs, and ſcornful ſlight- 
ings, by ſuch, that ſome could ſay (with holy ob) they were 


not worth y to cat with the dogs of their flocks, and not be mcl- 
red: 
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ted before the Lord, and abaſed as znwortiy of the leaſt of all 


his mercies. 
An4 can we remember our bleiſed ſupport under all thoſe 


ſefferings, and the {weet preſence of rhe Spir,s of Chriſt in our 
hearts, ſaying in us under all theſe tryals and excereiſes, as 
the Diſciples Fa, when they returned to Chriſt their Maſter, 
after their weary travels (to wit) we wantca nothing , &C. WE - 
wanted no perfumes to take away the no:;ſome ſmells, wewanted 

nothing to make our hard lodgin. eaſie, we wanted no pleaſant 

walks to make oxr ſtrait confinemerts joyous, Nor WE wanted not 

the ſociety of outward relations , and former acquaintance, te 

paſs away the time, becaule the Lord our God turned all our - 
haraſhips into xnſpeakable comfort, and true contentment. 

Ard ſhall any now ſay, Gods arm: is ſhortned that be cannot 
ſave, or his ear is heavy that he canuor hear ? God forbid, that 
all the milk, ard wine, and hozicy, and other fat things (with 
which we have been often {piritaally feafted at God; table) 
ſhould be all forgotten and buried in the Wilderneſs, ſaying 
in our ſelves as rebellious //rac! did of old (to wit) can he now 
prepare (ach a table in the Wilderneſs for us ; 

But rather let us with anoah's Wife, the Mother of Sam- 
Pſon, conclude, If the Lord were pleaſedto kill ns, he would not 
have received a barnt-offering, and a meat offering at our hands ; 
neither would he have ſhewed ns all theſe things, and done fo 
much for us as he hath done from the very beginning, that we. 
were a people unto this day. | 

Therefore lift up your heads you vallants of Iſrael! , that 
have come through the dark-barning-Honntain, and through 
the pleaſant and delightful Openings, and Prophſies, through, 
and beyord all outward waſhings, untothe [ amb of God, that 
your robes may be waſhed white in his Blood, that thereby you 
may overcowe, and then fit down in that Kingdom which can- 
not be ſhaken, with weary Abraham, throughly-tired Iſaac, 
and wreſtling 7aco. 

: O how glcrious are you [all] in the ſight of God, and all 
his people , even as an Army terrible with banners in the ſight 


of all adyerſarics ; therefore keep your raxks, and march on 
1n! 


rn” 

'n your heavenly. way, which the Lord of Hoſts himſelf hath 
fer you mn_,.. arid; Babylon the [great] ſhall fall before you, 
more and-more , for the Lord of Hoſts hath ſpokenit ; and 
Youth allmtic holy 2fartyrs of Peſzu ſhall rejoyce over her 


wy 
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—— may be always miadful how wereceived the truth ar 
EEE - ang, and be careful that we travel on with our feet 


y © 


; always ſod with the ſame hamily, and poverty of ſpirit [as] 
when, we were firſt ſhod with the preparation of the Goſpel of 
eace. 
E Never forgetting, nor changing the poor mans. food (to wit;) 
Sur old water and pzxſe, for any portion of the rich wans dain- 
#es, but ſtil waiting on God , that in due feafon gives both 
-milk to babes, and ſtrong mear to them of riper age; bearing 
inour remembrance the great execution that was done at the 
| peBinning, by the ſmooth ſtones our of the poor Shepherds 


. Now tothe pure harmleſs ſeed (that cries in our hearts) I 

commend you all, that therein (as in the c/eft of [that] Rh) 

- againſt which the gates of Hell ſhall never prevail) we all 

may dwell and abide for ever ; ſo ſhall the.work of the Lord 

.proſper to his own Glory, and all our comforts for ever. 
Amen, | 


h The 17th. of the. : Fohn Crook, 
_ 6th. Month, 1678, | 
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